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Ph.D. Program
Introduction
The Doctorate of Philosophy (Ph.D.) program in Resource and Environmental
Management (REM) provides an innovative environment for carrying out
interdisciplinary research and training in the area of resource and environmental
management. Coursework and research supervision are offered in a wide range of
natural and social sciences, including: resource and community planning, water
planning and management, environmental impact and risk assessment, environmental
toxicology and management, earth system science and global change, regional
development, ecological risk assessment, energy economics and management, forest
ecosystem dynamics, population ecology, conservation biology, conservation policy,
landscape ecology, tourism planning and development, ecological economics,
environmental law and regulation, the political economy of environmental management,
institutional design, applied marine ecology, fisheries management, cultural heritage
conservation, and tourism and recreation planning.
The purpose of the REM Ph.D. program is to provide students with an environment in
which they can develop and demonstrate their competence to conduct independent and
original research in the multidisciplinary field of resource and environmental
management. We expect that students will complete all aspects of their theses in an
independent manner that meets the highest academic standards. The senior supervisor,
the supervisory committee, and the REM program as a whole provide students with an
environment conducive to meeting this objective. Faculty should provide the student
with direction and guidance, feedback on progress and ideas, a stimulating and creative
environment (e.g., by organizing research team meetings, attending conferences,
providing contacts), access to relevant courses and physical infrastructure, access to
people and organizations, and financial resources (if needed and possible). The student
must demonstrate cross-disciplinary breadth in two ways during their tenure in the REM
Ph.D. program. First is the required coursework in three core areas: environmental and
ecological economics, resource policy and planning, and environmental science.
Second is the thesis itself, which should have components integrated across disciplinary
areas. By the conclusion of their Ph.D. studies in REM, students will be broadly
informed about problems in resource and environmental management and will have an
integrative, synthetic approach to thinking about the challenges facing society in these
areas and their solutions.
This document contains policies and procedures regarding the REM Ph.D. program,
which conform to the more general SFU policies. General information about SFU
policies and procedures relevant to a Ph.D. program is available at the website of the
SFU Office of Graduate Studies and Post-Doctoral Fellows (http://www.sfu.ca/deangradstudies/). That website includes links to the SFU Graduate Student Admission
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Handbook and the SFU Graduate General Regulations. The purpose of this REM Ph.D.
Handbook is to detail the policies and procedures that are specific to the REM Ph.D.
program. In case of any conflict between these REM procedures and the overall SFU
regulations, the university regulations have precedence.

Application and Admission
Application Requirements
To qualify for admission, an applicant must satisfy all university admission requirements
as outlined in the SFU Graduate General Regulations and other university policies.
Applicants should have:
• Demonstrated ability or demonstrated potential to carry out innovative, independent
and original Ph.D. level research in their field;
• High academic standing in previous university work; and
• A Master's degree in a related discipline.
All applicants must submit their applications electronically and upload the required
documents using SFU’s online application system (see the REM website for the link and
instructions). Applications must including the following:
1. All university transcripts.
2. A short curriculum vitae providing evidence of awards, academic performance,
publications, and relevant research and work experience.
3. A 500- to 1000-word "Statement of Interest" describing how REM’s Ph.D. program
aligns with the applicant’s research plans and career objectives.
4. Three references from respected academics/researchers having first hand
knowledge of the applicant's research capabilities and academic training. The
applicant lists the names and e-mail addresses of the referees as part of the
electronic application. The referees then receive an email directly from SFU that
allows them to log into SFU’s application system to complete and submit their
references electronically.
5. Results from the GRE Test. (At the discretion of the REM Graduate Studies
Committee, the GRE requirement may be waived on a case-by-case basis.)
6. Applicants whose first language is not English and whose previous education was
conducted in another language must provide official results from the TOEFL and
TWE, or the IELTS exams. The minimum SFU requirements for test scores are as
follows:
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•

•
•

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) with a minimum overall
band score of 7 (on the academic NOT the general test), and with a minimum of
6.5 in each individual category: listening, reading, speaking, and writing
components; or
TOEFL IBT (Test of English as a Foreign Language Internet Based Test) with an
overall score of 93 or better (0-120 scale) and with a minimum score of 20 in
each module; or
TOEFL PBT (Test of English as a Foreign language Paper Based Test) with a
minimum score of 580 (310-677 scale) including a minimum essay score (TWE)
of 5 (1-6 scale)

International applicants whose primary language is not English may not be required
to complete an English-language test if they have completed a degree (of at least 4
years) at an institution where the language of instruction and examination was in
English, in a country where English is the primary language. It should be noted that
in order to maintain a high academic standard, very few waivers are granted.
Therefore, it is recommended that those applicants whose primary language is not
English submit an English language proficiency test with their application. For more
information see the website of the SFU Office of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral
Fellows.
7. Applicants must be selected by a senior supervisor prior to admittance to REM.
Ph.D. applicants are strongly advised to contact prospective supervisors early in
their consideration of REM and to visit the university for an interview prior to the
application deadline for the year of requested admission. See SFU Graduate
Regulation 1.3 “Admissions”.
Transfer from the REM Master’s Program to the REM Ph.D. Program
Exceptional students enrolled in the REM Master’s program may be allowed to transfer
directly into the REM Ph.D. program without completing the Master’s degree. Transfer
applicants must (1) demonstrate the ability to carry out innovative, independent and
original Ph.D. level research in their field; (2) have the potential to expand in an
interdisciplinary manner; (3) have achieved high academic standing in previous
university work; and (4) have the support of both their Master’s supervisor and proposed
Ph.D. supervisor (this may be the same person). All university regulations governing
transfers must be met. Transfers are only permitted when the student has been in the
REM Master's program for at least two but not more than four terms. Transfer applicants
should apply to the REM Graduate Studies Committee in the normal REM application
process during the winter (by February 1) of their first year in the program to be
accepted into the Ph.D. program for the following academic year (September). A final
determination of the success of their application, however, will normally not take place
until they have completed two full semesters in the program. Their application must
include:

4

School of Resource and Environmental Management, Simon Fraser University
1. Evidence of outstanding overall ability;
2. Evidence of the ability to produce Ph.D. thesis-level research;
3. A strong written statement from the senior supervisor in support of the student's
application. The statement should provide a rationale for the student’s transfer into
the Ph.D. program by summarizing and citing evidence of the student’s abilities,
including the ability to conduct innovative, independent research.
Transfer applications must be approved by the student's supervisory committee, the
REM Graduate Studies Committee, and the SFU Dean of Graduate Studies. The Dean
of Graduate Studies requires a letter of support for the student’s application from the
REM Graduate Studies Committee expressing confidence in the student’s ability to
complete the Ph.D. program (and thus a very low expectation of dropping out and failing
to achieve even the Master’s degree). Transfer students will be eligible to earn only the
Ph.D. degree.
Notes of Advice & Caution
• Students interested in the REM Ph.D. program should contact the REM Graduate
Program Assistant and potential supervisors early in their consideration of the
possibility of applying to REM. Establishing a dialogue with a prospective supervisor
is essential. Students are only admitted to the Ph.D. program upon endorsement
from a faculty supervisor.
•

Plan early for funding. Prospective students should investigate and apply for
scholarships and/or other sources of funding in conjunction with applying to the
Ph.D. program. Deadlines for scholarship applications may precede the deadlines
for application to REM by several months (see the REM website for up-to-date
information). Therefore, students should discuss funding strategies a full year before
admission with potential supervisors and continue this discussion after admission.

•

Students considering a transfer from the REM Master’s program into the REM Ph.D.
program should be aware that if they do not complete the Ph.D. program they may
not revert to the Master’s program without re-applying for admission. Students who
fail to complete the Ph.D. degree may re-apply to the REM Master’s program, but readmission is not guaranteed.

•

Students who are not successful in their application to transfer to the Ph.D. program
are encouraged to remain in the MRM program to complete their Master’s degree.
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Registration and Enrolment
All Ph.D. students in REM must satisfy the following registration and enrolment
requirements.
1. Ph.D. students must identify a potential senior supervisor at the time of application.
2. Any application to be enrolled as an on-leave student must be approved by the
student's supervisory committee and the REM Graduate Studies Committee.
3. The university regulations stipulate that students in a Ph.D. program must maintain a
cumulative GPA of at least 3.0. Failure to do so is evidence of unsatisfactory
progress and requires immediate review by the REM Graduate Studies Committee
(see SFU Graduate General Regulations 1.5.4 and 1.8.2). Under no circumstances
will a student whose CGPA is below 3.0 be awarded a Ph.D. degree. Additionally,
REM Ph.D. students are required to maintain at least an A- average across all
required REM core courses for the Ph.D. program, including any of these core
courses taken as a REM Master’s student before entering the PhD program (see
below).

Student Supervision
The Senior Supervisor
Acceptance of a student into the Ph.D. program requires endorsement from a senior
supervisor. The senior supervisor must be a REM tenure-track faculty member with
experience in graduate supervision, including experience with Ph.D. students (e.g., by
active membership on Ph.D. student supervisory committees) and knowledge of the
REM Ph.D. process.
The senior supervisor’s roles include:
1. To facilitate, and if needed, lead discussions of potential Ph.D. thesis topics with the
student.
2. To establish (with input from the student) a supervisory committee.
3. To act as chair of the supervisory committee.
4. To recommend, and, if appropriate, approve student course selections.
5. To ensure that all members of the supervisory committee are fully aware of pertinent
program procedures and requirements of the REM Ph.D. program.
6. To ensure that supervisory committee members understand the differences between
the REM Ph.D. program and a single-discipline Ph.D. program.
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7. To participate in a leadership capacity in all aspects of the student’s program and
supervisory committee.
The First Term and the Initial Supervisory Committee
Upon acceptance, students are assigned an initial supervisory committee, consisting of
the senior supervisor and at least one other REM faculty member. The role of this initial
committee is to advise the student on course selection and other issues that might arise
early in their program.
The Second Term: R.E.M. 802 and the Full Supervisory Committee
Students are expected to take REM 802, the Ph.D. preparation course, during the
spring term of their first year in the Ph.D. program, unless they start the program in
January and have not previously completed a Master’s degree in REM. If they start the
Ph.D. program in January and have not completed a Master’s degree in REM, they will
normally take REM 802 in the spring term of their second year so that they can
complete the other required core courses before or concurrently with REM 802.
Students should have assembled a supervisory committee by the beginning of REM
802 or their second term in the program, whichever comes first, and must do so by no
later than the end of their second term. The supervisory committee’s initial duties
include assisting the student in defining a research topic, and providing feedback to the
student on the draft thesis proposal prepared by the student for presentation and
defense in a mock oral exam at the end of REM 802. The supervisory committee should
meet at least once prior to this oral exam.
The composition of the supervisory committee should meet the following requirements:
1. The minimum size of this committee is three (including the senior supervisor).
2. At least three members of the supervisory committee must have a Ph.D.
3. At least two members of the supervisory committee must be SFU tenure-track
faculty members.
In order to obtain specialized expertise it is often desirable to draw members of the
supervisory committee from outside SFU. Students are cautioned against having more
than one member of their committee who is not readily accessible. Supervisory
committees dominated by non-local members often demand excessive investments in
logistics and communications. In any case, REM encourages students to solicit input
from experts in their research area whether or not those experts are members of the
supervisory committee.
The roles of the student’s supervisory committee include:
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1. Provide advice on the selection of a suitable thesis topic.
2. Make recommendations about the student’s course selections.
3. Provide advice on the student’s draft thesis proposal, to be written as part of the
REM 802 course deliverables.
4. Evaluate the student’s preparedness to commence the thesis research. All members
of the supervisory committee will review and evaluate the thesis proposal. In
addition, the supervisory committee will participate in a thesis proposal defense, in
which they will examine the student based on the proposal (see details below).
5. Monitor and evaluate the student’s progress throughout the Ph.D. program, offering
advice regarding content, timing, and process for thesis completion.
6. Approve, or not approve, of on-leave status, as appropriate.
7. Evaluate the student’s preparedness for the thesis defense.
8. Take part in the thesis examination and evaluate the thesis and the defense.
Once the student has passed REM 802 and the thesis proposal defense, the student’s
supervisory committee must meet with the student at least once every academic year
(i.e., every 3 terms). It is recommended that the student and senior supervisor organize
two meetings per year to consult with the supervisory committee concerning the
student’s progress through the Ph.D. program and related challenges and opportunities.
Students should strive to provide ample advance notice (e.g., 1 month) when they
organize supervisory committee meetings. REM expects that members of the
supervisory committee will make themselves available in person or electronically for
committee meetings if reasonable advance notice has been given.
The Annual Report and Student Progress Evaluation
Once each academic year (before October 15), the student must submit a progress
report to the REM Graduate Studies Committee. The form for the progress report is
completed on-line. In this report, the student summarizes the student’s progress and
each member of the supervisory committee indicates (a) whether or not progress has
been satisfactory (SFU Graduate General Regulation 1.8.1) and (b) whether they
recommend that the student continue in the Ph.D. program or withdraw from the Ph.D.
program. A requirement to withdraw normally occurs only after at least one previous
finding of unsatisfactory progress. The progress report must be signed or electronically
approved by every member of the supervisory committee. When a member of the
supervisory committee (other than the senior supervisor) is not available to approve an
annual progress report because of exceptional circumstances, the Chair of the REM
Graduate Studies Committee may waive the requirement for that committee member’s
approval.
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If a student's progress appears to be unsatisfactory, the supervisory committee shall
make a written report to the REM Graduate Studies Committee. The Graduate Studies
Committee shall consider this assessment of unsatisfactory progress. If the Graduate
Studies Committee and the supervisory committee are in agreement that the student's
progress is unsatisfactory, the Graduate Studies Committee in consultation with the
supervisory committee may:
a) require the student to withdraw, or
b) inform the student of the unsatisfactory progress and require the student to
improve their performance in specific ways in a specified amount of time. This
requires the supervisory committee to identify specific progress targets (in
writing) that have to be met in a specific time period to the satisfaction of the
supervisory committee
(see SFU Graduate General Regulation 1.8.2).
A student in this circumstance has the right to appear before the REM Graduate Studies
Committee when the case is considered and may submit any materials relevant to their
case. A student who is required to withdraw shall be informed, in writing, with copies to
the Dean of Graduate Studies and the Director, Graduate Admissions and Records. If
the student is required to demonstrate improved progress within a specific amount of
time, the student shall be informed, in writing, as to what is required of them, with copies
recorded in the student’s file and sent to the Dean of Graduate Studies and the Director,
Graduate Admissions and Records.
Any decision of the REM Graduate Studies Committee under the provisions of this
section may be appealed to the Senate Graduate Studies Committee through the Dean
of Graduate Studies. According to the Graduate General Regulations, the student has
the right to appear before the Senate Graduate Studies Committee when the case is
heard, and the decision of that committee is final.
Courses
All REM Ph.D. students must complete and maintain at least an A- average across all
core courses.
Required core courses for Ph.D. students include:
REM 698-3 Field Resource Management Workshop (normally taken in the first fall
term in the program)
REM 802-5 Research Approaches for REM Ph.D. Students (normally taken in the
first spring term in the program)
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Students will also take at least one graduate course in each of the three REM core
areas (environmental sciences, resource and environmental policy and planning, and
environmental and ecological economics). These courses should normally be taken
during the student’s first year in the PhD program, and before or concurrently with REM
802. The recommended courses to fulfill this requirement are:
REM 611-5 Applied Population and Community Ecology
REM 621-5 Ecological Economics
REM 644-5 Public Policy Analysis and Administration
Substitutions of other courses to fulfill the core requirements can be determined by the
supervisory committee, with the approval of the Chair of the REM Graduate Studies
Committee. Each course taken to fulfill these core requirements must include a final
examination for PhD students that tests their knowledge and understanding of the
material covered in the course.
All REM Ph.D. students must complete and maintain at least an A- average across all
core courses.
One of these REM core courses may be waived based on substantial prior equivalent
course experience, with the approval of the supervisory committee, the REM course
instructor and the Chair of the REM Graduate Studies Committee. If a Ph.D. student
receives a course waiver, the student is not required to replace the course for which the
waiver was received with another course.
Course selection must be approved by the senior supervisor or supervisory committee,
who may recommend that additional courses be taken in order to strengthen the
student's background in areas directly related to their thesis research. Elective courses
intended to support the student's preparation for thesis research may be taken outside
REM (or SFU), if approved by the student’s supervisory committee.
Students who transfer from the REM Master's program into the REM Ph.D. program, or
who have previously completed a REM Master’s degree, may obtain course waivers for
REM 611-5, 621-5, 644-5 and 698-3 if they have already received credit for these
courses with an A- average and the courses were taken within 3 years prior to starting
the REM Ph.D. However, if any of these courses did not include a final exam on the
course content, the student must take such an exam and achieve at least an A- before
being entitled to a waiver.
If it has been more than six years since the student last took university courses, the
supervisory committee should consider whether this is an issue for the student’s
background and preparedness for the Ph.D. program and may require supplementary
coursework or independent study.
All required courses will normally be completed during the student’s first year in REM,
except for students who start the Ph.D. program in January, who should compete all
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required courses within their first four terms. The thesis proposal defense will occur no
later than the end of the student’s fifth term in the program. Permission to vary from this
schedule must be sought in writing by the senior supervisor from the REM Graduate
Studies Committee.
REM 802 is the capstone course of the course requirements and will: 1) focus on
integrative methods and thinking about knowledge in resource and environmental
management, 2) address key issues in research philosophy, design, and methodology,
and 3) prepare students for their research proposal and proposal defense. Each student
must complete REM 802 successfully in the spring of their first year in the program,
unless they begin the program in January and have not previously taken the other
required courses, in which case they will normally complete REM 802 in the spring of
their second year in order to be able to complete all of the other required courses before
or concurrently with REM 802. As part of the requirements of REM 802, students will
complete a draft of their research proposal.

Defense of Thesis Proposal
Overview
The thesis proposal defense shall take place no later than the end of the fifth term. At
the proposal defense, the student will give an oral presentation of the formal thesis
proposal. This is followed by an oral examination of the student on the thesis proposal
by the student’s supervisory committee plus one added examiner external to the
supervisory committee. The student receives a combined pass/fail evaluation of their
performance on the thesis proposal defense based on its written and oral components.
The proposal defense must be passed to remain in the program (see table of outcomes
of the thesis proposal defense below).
The purpose of the thesis proposal defense is to:
1. Assess the student's preparedness to conduct the research described in the thesis
proposal, including the student’s knowledge of relevant literature and background
information necessary for the research;
2. Identify the student's areas of weakness in the disciplines or subject matter relevant
to the student's field of research so that the examiners can recommend courses or
additional reading for the student well before the time of the thesis defense;
.
3. Assess the feasibility of the proposed research, its merit, and its adequacy to form
the basis of a Ph.D. thesis; and
4. Generally ensure that the student is able to pursue and complete original research at
an advanced level.
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The Thesis Proposal
The thesis proposal should clearly outline the theoretical and applied background for the
proposed research, research objectives, proposed methods, and how the student plans
to construct a thesis from the data they propose to collect. The proposal should
demonstrate that there is a reasonable expectation that the data the student proposes
to collect can be collected in practice, within the constraints of the available budget, and
within a reasonable time frame, with the proposed methods. The student should also
anticipate potential problems in conducting the research and explain what contingency
plans may be necessary if problems occur. The proposed methods should be provided
in sufficient detail for examiners to evaluate both the soundness of the proposed
research and the student's understanding of the methodological issues involved. It is
critically important that the proposal appropriately places the student’s work in a
theoretical and conceptual context and provides sufficient detail about the planned
research to assess the process of the proposed research.
The proposal should adopt the following outline (or something functionally equivalent):
1. Title.
2. Introduction, background context.
3. Literature review, theoretical framework and rationale (this includes a review of
the relevant literature to identify and frame the problem, issue, or challenge to be
addressed in the thesis and the theoretical approach that will be taken). The
student should indicate specifically how the proposed research differs from past
research and what the distinct contribution will be.
4. A clear statement of the research objectives.
5. An explanation of the interdisciplinary elements of the proposed research and
their significance.
6. The methodological approach.
7. A proposed outline for the thesis (i.e., proposed thesis chapters and proposed
publications that will follow from the research).
8. A timeline for conducting the research.
9. A list of required resources (e.g., instruments, space, financial resources) and
their availability and/or plans for obtaining them.
10. A list of any external approvals that are required and a plan for obtaining them
(e.g., ethics approvals, animal care approvals).
The thesis proposal should be a maximum of 25 pages, double-spaced, size 12-point
text, non-condensed spacing. Figures, tables, references and appendices may be
additional to this page limit. Items 7-10 in the outline above can be presented as tables.
The thesis proposal should be submitted to the student’s supervisory committee and the
external examiner no later than 3 weeks before the thesis proposal defense.
The Thesis Proposal Examining Committee
The examining committee for the thesis proposal defense will consist of the student’s
supervisory committee (including the supervisor) plus an additional examiner who is not
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on the supervisory committee. This examining committee must be approved by the
Chair of the REM Graduate Studies Committee, and makes its final recommendation
concerning the outcome of the exam to the Graduate Studies Committee.
The external examiner shall be an SFU faculty member with a Ph.D. who has some
degree of expertise in the student's general area of research and is able to provide an
independent assessment of the student’s proposal and preparedness to conduct the
research. The external examiner is initially identified by the senior supervisor, but must
be approved by the supervisory committee and the REM Graduate Studies
Committee. The external examiner may be a faculty member in REM, but for some
candidates an external examiner from outside the department might be more suitable.
The external examiner should not have attended any previous committee meetings or
have been involved in the development of the student’s proposed research.
The Chair of the REM Graduate Studies Committee or a delegate will chair the oral
examination. The chair of the examination must be a REM faculty member but cannot
be a member of the student’s supervisory committee. The chair of the examination will
make sure that the student and examining committee are aware of all rules and
protocols regarding conduct of the exam. The chair of the examination does not
normally take part in the examination process or in the decision-making regarding the
outcome of the exam, but can intervene when they feel it is appropriate.
Format of the Oral Examination
The thesis proposal defense is closed to the public. The student opens the proceedings
with a prepared talk of 15- 20 minutes in length. Thereafter, the student will respond to a
series of questions posed by each examiner in turn. There will normally be two rounds
of questions from the examiners, with the option for a third round if examiners feel it is
needed. In the first round, each member of the examining committee has 15–20
minutes to pose questions on the thesis proposal and the student’s background
knowledge and preparedness for the proposed research. The chair of the examination
will determine the sequence of questioning, except that the external examiner must go
first and the senior supervisor must go last in each round of questioning. Normally, the
second and subsequent rounds of questions (if any) should be approximately 5-10
minutes per examiner. In total, participants should allow for two to three hours for the
examination, depending on the size of the examining committee and the student’s ability
to demonstrate their knowledge.
After the final round of questions, the student is asked to leave the room and the
examining committee determines the outcome. A single pass/fail evaluation of the
student’s performance on the exam is to be determined by the committee. Each
member of the examination committee should provide an independent assessment of
the student’s performance, beginning with the external examiner. This should be
followed by a discussion and a decision. The examination committee must reach a
consensus decision. If a consensus is not attained, the committee may delay the
decision and request other REM faculty members to provide help with its deliberation.

13

School of Resource and Environmental Management, Simon Fraser University
After a result has been determined, the student is invited back into the room and
informed of the result.
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Outcomes of the Thesis Proposal Defense
The thesis proposal defense has the following potential outcomes and consequences:
Exam Outcome

Consequences

1. Pass oral exam,
no revisions required to thesis
proposal, no further requirements
specified to address deficiencies in
knowledge and preparedness.1
2. Pass oral exam,
revisions are required to the thesis
proposal and/or requirements are
specified to address deficiencies in
knowledge and preparedness.

The examining committee informs the REM GSC
in writing that the student has passed the thesis
proposal defense.

3. Fail exam:
Option A.

The examining committee informs the student
and the REM GSC that the student has failed the
exam and must re-take the oral exam. If the
reason for failure relates to the thesis proposal
and the proposed research, the student must
rewrite the thesis proposal. If the failure relates to
issues of background and preparedness,
rewriting the proposal may not be necessary. The
examining committee will set a deadline for the
rewritten proposal and for the oral exam.

The examining committee informs the student of
the details of, and the deadline for, revisions to
the proposal and/or completion of additional
requirements, and by whom the revisions and
completion of additional requirements will be
evaluated. Depending on the magnitude of
revisions, evaluation may be the responsibility of
the senior supervisor alone or may include some
or all members of the examining committee.
When satisfactory revisions have been completed
and all additional requirements have been met,
the examining committee will inform the REM
GSC that the student has passed the thesis
proposal defense. If the revisions or completed
additional requirements are unsatisfactory, the
student shall be considered to have failed the
proposal exam under Option A below, and must
retake the oral exam after further revisions to the
thesis proposal or other work, as determined by
the examining committee.

1

Note that the student should still seek further opportunities to develop their background, skills, and
experience. However, no such requirements are being specified in a remedial sense by the examining
committee.
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4. Fail exam:
Option B

The examining committee informs the student
and the REM GSC that the student has failed the
thesis proposal defense and must withdraw from
the Ph.D. program immediately.

Typical Timeline for the Required Core Courses and Thesis Proposal Defense

Term 1 (Fall).
• Initial supervisory committee created and meets at least once.
• Student takes required core courses (except REM 802).
• The student should review past thesis research proposals and prepare ideas for
research topics.
• All students planning on taking REM 802 in the following term should meet as a
group at least once with the faculty member who will be teaching REM 802.
Term 2 (Spring: Jan-April)
• Student takes REM 802 and any remaining recommended courses.
• In conjunction with REM 802, student submits a preliminary thesis proposal.
• The student and supervisor should establish a full supervisory committee by the
beginning of REM 802 and must establish a full supervisory committee by the end of
this term.
Terms 3 and 4 (Summer and Fall)
• The student conducts preparatory research for the thesis.
• The student prepares for the thesis proposal defense by revising and refining the
thesis research proposal with the support of the senior supervisor and the
supervisory committee.
• If the ongoing work of conceptualizing and writing the thesis proposal leads the
student in a direction substantially different from the draft proposal in 802 or that
previously approved by their supervisory committee, the student must seek approval
for these changes from their supervisory committee.
Term 4 or 5 (Fall or Spring)
• Student submits the final thesis proposal to the supervisory committee.
• The senior supervisor, in consultation with the Chair of the REM Graduate Studies
Committee, identifies an external examiner and schedules the thesis proposal
defense. The REM Graduate Program Assistant will assist with coordinating the
planning of the exam.
A student may not normally be registered as on-leave until the thesis proposal defense
has been completed successfully. Extenuating circumstances such as prolonged
sickness or death in the family will be valid reasons for postponing the deadline for
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completion of the thesis proposal defense or any components of it. Under such
circumstances, the student’s senior supervisor should make a written request on behalf
of the supervisory committee to the Chair of the Graduate Studies Committee for
postponement of the deadline for the completion of the thesis proposal defense. If
approved by the Graduate Studies Committee, the supervisory committee and the
examining committee will agree on a new date for the examination.
Except in extraordinary circumstances, failure to pass the thesis proposal defense and
submit an approved thesis proposal by the end of the sixth term will lead to the
student’s dismissal from the Ph.D. program.
Transitional Provisions for Students Who Entered the REM PhD Program Before
September 1, 2017
Students who started the REM PhD program before September 1, 2017 have the option
of either proceeding under the requirements for core courses and a thesis proposal
defense set out in this handbook, or proceeding under the requirements for core
courses and a comprehensive examination/thesis proposal defense set out in the
previous version of the REM PhD Handbook (updated March 15, 2015). The
requirement in this handbook that each core course include an examination does not
apply to core courses completed before September 1, 2017 by these Ph.D. students.

Required Approvals for Research Involving Human Subjects
or Animals
All research involving human subjects or human biological materials must be reviewed
and approved by the university's Research Ethics Board (SFU policy R20.01 “Ethics
Review of Research Involving Human Participants”). Failure to obtain this approval prior
to conducting the research is a violation of university policy and is grounds for the library
to refuse to accept the completed thesis, preventing the student from completing their
degree.
Any proposal for the use of animals in research or teaching must be approved in
advance by the SFU University Animal Care Committee (SFU policy R20.03 “Treatment
of Animals in Research and Teaching”). This requirement applies to observational
field research on wildlife as well as more intrusive studies involving wildlife or
other animals in the field or lab. The approval process may involve external review,
so students should apply at least 2-3 months before they anticipate starting the
research in order to ensure that all permits can be obtained before the research begins.
Failure to obtain approval prior to conducting the research is a violation of university
policy and may prevent the student from completing their degree.
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Thesis and Thesis Defense
The Thesis
Defense of a written thesis based on the candidate's original research in resource and
environmental management is the final requirement of the Ph.D. program. The thesis
must include original research and should be interdisciplinary in scope. The topic of the
research must be approved via a defense of the proposal as noted above and the
student's progress will be evaluated annually in accordance with the SFU Graduate
General Regulations. All students must present their research publicly in a REM
seminar sometime between successfully defending their thesis proposal and scheduling
their final thesis defense. When the thesis is completed to the satisfaction of the
supervisory committee, the committee will approve the scheduling of the final thesis
defense (see the detailed instructions in the next section). All Ph.D. candidates must
pass the formal thesis defense, which is conducted in accordance with the SFU
Graduate General Regulations and the policies of the SFU Office of Graduate Studies
and Post-Doctoral Fellows. All other Ph.D. general requirements are as outlined in the
Graduate General Regulations.
The culture of what is an acceptable thesis in scope, theoretical framework, magnitude,
and format varies substantially across disciplines and among research groups within
REM. For instance, some faculty members prefer a thesis comprised of a series of
thematically linked papers while others prefer a more traditional thesis format. It is
important to understand the culture of the research group and field in which you are
participating. It is critical that students obtain approval from their supervisory committee
for their choice of format and scope early in the writing process.
SFU Graduate General Regulation 1.12.1 states: “The time limit for students in a
doctoral program to complete all of the requirements is 18 terms from the start of the
program, or in the case of a student who has transferred from a master's program into
the doctoral program, without completing the master's, 18 terms from the start of the
master’s program.” Regulation 1.12.2 says that students may apply for a maximum of 6
terms of extensions. Normally, we expect that the REM thesis will be completed and
successfully defended within 4-6 years of entry (i.e., by the 12th to 18th term of full-time
enrolment).
Students should not underestimate the considerable time and effort involved in writing a
thesis. With the supervisor, they should plan financial support for this period and should
begin writing appropriate sections as early in their tenure as is feasible.
It is customary that the senior supervisor will carefully review and edit one or more
drafts of the entire thesis before the student distributes it to the full supervisory
committee. This approach should ensure that the draft thesis is of high quality and likely
to be found acceptable by the supervisory committee members. Where specialized
input is required from other committee members earlier in the editorial process, those
sections can be reviewed by the relevant committee members at that time. After the
student has distributed the draft thesis to the entire supervisory committee, members of
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the committee will respond to the student on the quality of the thesis within a reasonable
time period (i.e., within approximately 1 month). It is typical that the student completes
several drafts before the committee members find the draft thesis acceptable for
defense.
To demonstrate that the requirements of interdisciplinarity have been met, the
introduction to the thesis shall contain a statement explaining how interdisciplinarity has
been met at the various stages. At the oral defense, the student will make available for
all attendees a brief document with the following content: 1) abstract, 2) summary of
student’s program of study, 3) publications and presentations, and 4) statement of
interdisciplinarity.
The final version of the thesis must be prepared in the format specified by the SFU
library. Students should make themselves aware of all library requirements early in their
writing process, by consulting the SFU library thesis website and contacting the library’s
thesis assistant.
Defense of the Thesis
(See also the guides and information available at the website of the Office of Graduate
Studies and Post-Doctoral Fellows http://www.sfu.ca/dean-gradstudies/)
Step 1: All Ph.D. students must present their research at a public REM seminar
sometime between defending their thesis proposal and the final defense of their thesis.
The presentation of the research at a REM seminar must be scheduled or have taken
place before the final thesis defense can be scheduled. Except in special
circumstances, the seminar presentation will occur at least one month prior to the thesis
defense.
Step 2: Normally, the senior supervisor will approve the draft thesis before it is sent to
the rest of the supervisory committee. After all supervisory committee members find the
thesis acceptable, the senior supervisor will inform the Chair of the REM Graduate
Studies Committee that the student's thesis is ready to be defended. At this time, the
senior supervisor will also inform the Chair of the REM Graduate Studies Committee of
the recommendations of the supervisory committee concerning the composition of the
examining committee and the date, place and time of the thesis examination. These
recommendations will include proposals, with supporting documentation, for candidates
to be internal and external examiners. The examining committee will have no less than
five members, and shall include all members of the student’s Ph.D. supervisory
committee, an internal examiner and an external examiner. The Chair of the REM
Graduate Studies Committee, or designate, will be the non-voting chair of the examining
committee. If the Chair of the Graduate Studies Committee is also the senior supervisor
or is a member of the student’s supervisory committee, the Chair of the Graduate
Studies Committee will designate another REM faculty member to chair the examining
committee.
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The proposed internal and external examiners are subject to the approval of the REM
Graduate Studies Committee and the SFU Dean of Graduate Studies, and must meet
the following requirements:
1. The internal examiner shall be a regular SFU faculty member or adjunct faculty
member who is not on the student's supervisory committee.
2. The external examiner shall be a distinguished scholar who is a recognized
expert in the student’s research area and who has had minimal previous contact
with the student and the senior supervisor. The external examiner cannot be an
SFU faculty member. She or he need not hold a faculty position at another
university, but must have a Ph.D. and must have particular experience in the field
of the thesis research. The external examiner must also have prior experience
supervising doctoral students through completion of a Ph.D.
3. The external examiner shall be free from potential conflict of interest, which
may arise, for example, from research collaboration with the student or past
employment of the student or supervisor.
Typically, the senior supervisor makes the initial contact with the internal and external
examiners to determine whether they are available and willing to review the thesis, and
to discuss possible dates for the exam. The senior supervisor should also obtain a
current curriculum vitae from the external examiner, including confirmation of previous
experience supervising Ph.D. students. The student is not permitted to have any contact
with the external examiner during this process. This includes contact for the purposes of
scheduling the exam, organizing travel, distributing the thesis, or arranging technology
such as telephone and video connections for the exam.
(See also the SFU Graduate General Regulations and the policies of the Office of
Graduate Students and Post-Doctoral Fellows.)
Step 3: Upon approval by the REM Graduate Studies Committee, the recommendations
concerning the composition of the examining committee and the proposed date, place
and time of the thesis examination—along with the thesis title, abstract, a digital copy of
the thesis, and the curriculum vitae of the external examiner—shall be sent to the Dean
of Graduate Studies for final approval. These items must reach the Dean of Graduate
Studies no less than six weeks before the proposed examination date.
Step 4: Upon approval by the Dean of Graduate Studies, the thesis examination
committee is formally established and the Dean of Graduate Studies will formally invite
the external examiner and send digital copies of the completed thesis to the full
examining committee. The chair of the REM Graduate Studies Committee will notify the
university community of the intended time and place of the examination.
Step 5: At least 10 days before the examination date, the Chair of the REM Graduate
Studies Committee will notify the student, the thesis examination committee, the deans
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of concerned faculty, and the Dean of Graduate Studies of the date, place and time of
the thesis examination. This date shall not be earlier than the originally proposed date.
The Dean of Graduate Studies will notify the university community.
Step 6, Report of external examiner: The Dean of Graduate Studies will ask the external
examiner to report on the thesis, to the Dean of Graduate studies only, before the
examination. If the report states that the thesis is ready for defense, a copy will be sent
to the chair of the examining committee by the Dean of Graduate Studies for distribution
to all members of the examining committee before the examination. The contents of the
report will not be communicated to the student. If the report recommends that the
examination be postponed, the Dean of Graduate Studies will send a copy to the chair
of the examining committee, the senior supervisor and the Chair of the REM Graduate
Studies Committee. In this case, the Chair of the REM Graduate Studies Committee
and the senior supervisor will inform the student of the content of the report. Following
discussions with the student and the supervisory committee, the Chair of the REM
Graduate Studies Committee will report to the Dean of Graduate Studies as to whether
the examination will take place as scheduled or be postponed.
Step 7, Thesis examination:
a) Attendance by the external examiner. While it is ideal that the external
examiner participate in person at the thesis defense, this may not be feasible,
either because of financial constraints or the external examiner’s schedule. Any
expenses associated with the external examiner attending the exam must be
borne by the senior supervisor. The ultimate decision about whether the external
examiner will participate in person or in absentia, including the possibility of a
conference telephone connection or similar means, is made by the Dean of
Graduate Studies, who will take into account the department’s views. In the event
of an examination by the external examiner in absentia, the report of the external
examiner should be quite extensive and should give a specific recommendation
as to whether the thesis ought to pass, fail, or be subject to revision (see section
1.10.2 of the SFU Graduate General Regulations). The report may contain
specific questions the external examiner would like to be posed to the candidate.
Those specific questions shall be directed to the candidate during the
examination by members of the examining committee selected by the chair of the
examining committee.
b) Attendance by the rest of the examining committee. The Dean of Graduate
Studies has established criteria for the minimum physical attendance at a Ph.D.
thesis defence. These criteria are designed to ensure that the student, and their
thesis, will receive a fair and rigorous examination to the standards of academia
in general and SFU in particular. These criteria require that:
the chair be present
the senior supervisor be present
the candidate be present
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the internal examiner be present
In addition to these criteria, the Dean of Graduate Studies allows for no more
than one committee member coming in via remote or acting in absentia. General
Graduate Regulations (1.9.5) already allows for the possibility of the external
examiner coming in via remote or acting in absentia.
Technology is not infallible. Thus, it is recommended that whenever possible
contingency plans are made in the event that the primary conferencing platform
is lost. Such contingencies can include voice only conferencing technology. In all
cases where there is technology failure it will be up to the chair of the defence to
judge whether the defense can continue or needs to be postponed.
In very rare, exceptional, and unavoidable circumstances it may be the case that
it is impossible for either the student or the senior supervisor (but not both) to be
physically present at the defense. If the circumstances are, indeed, exceptional
and unavoidable then the Dean of Graduate Studies may allow the defense to
proceed. In such cases, video-conferencing interfaces must be used and if the
technology fails during the defense then the defense will be postponed until such
a time as both the student and the senior supervisor can be physically present.
Also in such cases, no more than one additional member of the examination
committee may be physically absent from the defense either coming in via
remote connection or acting in absentia.
c) Conduct of the defense. The defense begins with the chair introducing the
candidate and the members of the examining committee. The candidate then
gives a 20-30 minute oral presentation of the Thesis. This is followed by
sequential questioning of the candidate by the examining committee. The order
of questioning is from most “external” to most “internal”: external examiner,
internal examiner, non-SFU members of the supervisory committee, non-REM
members of the supervisory committee, REM members of the supervisory
committee, senior supervisor. Each examiner will have up to 20 minutes for their
first round of questions. Ideally, each examiner will limit their questioning in the
second and subsequent rounds to 10 minutes. While two rounds of questioning is
the norm, the thesis examination committee is allowed to question the student for
as long as is necessary to make their determination. The defense is open to the
public and, after the conclusion of questioning by the examiners, questions are
normally allowed from anyone in attendance, although the chair of the thesis
examination committee has the discretion to ensure that the process does not
extend beyond a reasonable time period.
Outcomes of the Thesis Defense
There are four possible outcomes of the thesis defense (see Graduate General
Regulation 1.10.2):
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1. Pass as submitted.
2. Pass on condition that minor revisions be completed to the satisfaction of the
senior supervisor.
3. Defer judgment until major revisions have been completed (in a specified time
frame), at which time the thesis examination committee may require formal reexamination or simply an informal written review of the new version (decision
made by meeting of the committee, or conference call, or written submissions).
The committee may not defer judgment a second time.
4. Fail. In this case, the student must withdraw from the university.
The decision of the thesis examining committee is made by simple majority vote, except
that the committee may not pass the thesis or defer its judgment without the
concurrence of the external examiner. A decision to pass the thesis or to defer judgment
may not be reached on a tie vote of the examining committee. If at first a majority vote
to pass the thesis cannot be reached, and subsequently, if a majority vote to defer
judgment cannot be reached, the thesis will be failed (Graduate General Regulation
1,10.2).
Once the examination has taken place, and if the thesis is passed, the external
examiner shall send a brief report to the senior supervisor which indicates the general
quality of the thesis. That report (which may be either a copy of the initial report to the
Dean of Graduate Studies or a report prepared after the thesis defense) shall
accompany the recommendation for award of the degree.
When a student has successfully defended the thesis, and made any necessary
revisions, the thesis examination committee shall recommend award of the Ph.D. This
recommendation goes for approval respectively to the REM Graduate Studies
Committee, the Faculty of Environment Graduate Studies Committee, and the Senate
Graduate Studies Committee, which has the final authority to award the degree.
The student must submit the final approved version of the thesis in electronic form to
the SFU library using the library thesis registration system (see the library’s thesis
website), along with a memorandum from the senior supervisor certifying that all
required revisions have been made. The student must also submit an electronic copy of
the final approved thesis to the REM Graduate Program Assistant. When the library
representative of the Dean of Graduate Studies has checked the thesis and accepted
the format, the representative will notify the director of graduate programs, admissions
and records. No degree will be approved by senate until the director of graduate
programs, admissions and records has been so notified.

Timeline for the Ph.D. Program
The following table presents an overview of important activities throughout the Ph.D.
program. The table should be used as a guide. Actual dates may vary from year to year,
and exact deadlines can be obtained from the REM Graduate Program Assistant.
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Date

Activity

January or February

- Deadline for new applications to the Ph.D.
program and for applications to transfer from
the Master’s to the Ph.D. program
- Normal start of the Ph.D. program.

[Before commencing the Ph.D. program]

September 1, 1st year of the Ph.D.
program
1st term

2nd term

April, 1st year of the Ph.D. program

3rd term

August 15, 1st year of the Ph.D.
program
4th term

5th term

6th term
September, 3rd year of the Ph.D.
program
7th and following terms

- Student takes most courses required for
Ph.D.
- Student develops a thesis topic
- Student prepares for thesis research
- Student takes REM 802
- Student continues to develop the thesis topic
- Student sets up a supervisory committee if
this has not yet happened (deadline: March 1)
- Student submits draft research proposal and
takes mock oral exam in REM 802
- One committee meeting must have been
held by this date
- Student develops thesis topic and conducts
pilot research
- Student revises and refines thesis research
proposal and prepares for thesis proposal
defense
- Student must have had a supervisory
committee meeting by this date or must
withdraw from the Ph.D. program.
- Student continues to develop thesis
research proposal
- Student prepares for thesis proposal
defense
-Student may take thesis proposal defense
- Student continues to develop thesis
research proposal
- Student prepares for thesis proposal
defense
- Student must take thesis proposal defense
by the end of this term
- Student may take additional courses
required for their research
- Student prepares for/conducts thesis
research
- Student conducts thesis research
- Second annual progress report is due
- Student conducts thesis research
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