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Whenever possible, students should initiate the consideration for a waiver before the beginning 
of the term in which the course is being offered.  In the case of first year REM students for 
courses in their first term, consideration of waivers should be initiated in the first two weeks of 
classes.  Masters students are allowed to waive one required core course.  All waivers must be 
sought during a student’s first year (three terms) of their program.   
 
In considering whether a waiver should be granted to a REM graduate student for a required 
course in the masters program, instructors should follow three steps.  
 
1. When a student requests a waiver, first examine their transcripts to determine whether they 
have taken courses in the past on similar topics to the REM class for which a waiver is requested.  
Taking such courses and achieving high grades in them is a necessary, but not sufficient, 
criterion for granting a waiver.   
 
2. The instructors should also use their professional judgment to determine whether these courses 
are likely to have covered a substantial portion of the material to be presented in the REM class.  
This can be based on knowledge of the professors who taught those courses or on examination of 
the outline of the classes. Wherever possible, the student requesting the waiver should provide 
outlines of past courses that may be the basis for the waiver.   
 
3.  If the student has taken and done well in appropriate courses which appear to have covered 
much of the material in the REM course, an oral exam should be given to evaluate the student’s 
knowledge of key topics. This should address not just the basic introductory material, but some 
of the advanced topics in the REM course as well.  The exam may be informal, but should 
thoroughly probe the student’s knowledge of the course material.  Under exceptional 
circumstances, an instructor may administer this oral exam to a student who claims knowledge of 
the course material via sources other than past courses represented on transcripts (e.g. via 
professional experience).   
 
 
Outcomes: 
 
There are three possible outcomes to the student’s request for a waiver: 

1. The student satisfies the instructor that their knowledge of the class material is such that 
taking the REM course would be redundant.  In this case, the student need not take that 
required REM class and receives a waiver for it.  They may substitute another graduate 
class for it or may have their course load reduced by one course.   

 



2. The student does not demonstrate a command of the course material and must take the 
course and meet all normal requirements for it.   

 
3. The student demonstrates a substantial, but incomplete knowledge of the course material 

and may be granted a partial waiver.  This option is appropriate when the gaps in the 
student’s knowledge of the course material are discrete and limited.  In this case the 
student should not register for the class.  The instructor will provide the student with a 
written statement of the portions of the course from which they is exempted and those 
they must complete.  For instance, the student may be required to attend a certain series 
of lectures.  

 


